
 

 

Term 1, Week 4,  15
th

 February, 2017 

February 

17 School Mass 9.30 

21 Castra Yr 3 

22-24 Currimundi 

School Camp Yr 5 & 6. 

    25 Staff Induction 

28 P & F Meeting 

6:30pm in the 

Admin Block—All 

Welcome 

  
 March 

    1   Ash Wednesday  

    3 Wondai Art  

 Gallery 

    7 Castra Yr 4 

    17 St. Joseph’s Day 

18 Murgon Show 

21 Harmony Day 

21 Castra Yr 1 

  

 

 Principal’s News 

Welcome to week four.  

“In this complex world, it takes more than a good school to educate  
children. And it takes more than a good home. It takes these two  
major educational institutions working together” (Dorothy Rich). 
At St Joseph’s, we strongly believe in this and research indicates 
that children whose parents and/or significant other adults, who 
share in their formal education, tend to do better at school. This shows in:  
 Higher grades. 
 Positive attitude and behaviour. 
 Improved long term academic achievement. 
 More effective schools. 
I thank the many parents who attended our parent information evening and were able 
to visit the classrooms and talk to the student’s teacher. It was a wonderful evening and 
I was grateful to be able to engage with many of the parents. If you were unable to 
attend, I urge you to visit your child’s class before or after school and allow them to 
proudly show you their classroom and the work they have done so far. If you would like 
to speak with their teacher, it is advisable to make an appointment. 

Professional Development 

We have participated in many wonderful professional development sessions since the 
commencement of school, so that we can cater for the needs of all our students. One 
session was from our visiting Clinical Psychologist, Natasha Reid, who was able to equip 
us with many strategies to assist children to self-regulate their emotions. You may hear 
your child using words in reference to the ‘speed of their engine’. This strategy allows 
us to teach children how to calm and decrease their ‘engine speed’, enabling them to 
deal with stressful situations, or ready themselves for learning. We are dedicated to    
ensuring your child is given every opportunity to develop in all areas, and tending to 
their emotional status greatly improves their ability to learn and achieve. Our Leader-
ship Team will be attending a conference in Week Five and we know this will enhance 
our effectiveness in helping students to reach their full potential.  

Valentine’s Day  Happy Valentine’s Day for the 14th February. I hope every day 
is filled with the love of others.     

Tuckshop   Please remember that when ordering tuckshop, the orders need to 
be written on paper bags and your child needs to place them in the tuckshop basket 
in the morning. This saves any disappointment when your child has to settle for food 
that was not their first choice. I would like to thank Harrison’s (Yr1) mum, Sarah Robin-
son and Jack (Yr1) and Riley’s (Prep) mum, Erin Schulz for preparing tuckshop last week. 
We love seeing our Mums, Dads and Grandparents helping in the tuckshop. 



 

 

Principal’s Message continued 

Mollum Sabe 

This is a BCE intuitive to enhance Indigenous student engagement and learning.  
The Theory of Action is a conceptual model that clearly positions the Molum (student) at the centre.  
It identifies role holders and their relationships in supporting the student’s learning. The model calls on the 
Sabe (knowledge) of the extended community to enhance student engagement and learning. 
On arrival at this school last year, I was enriched by the connectedness of many cultures in our school and 
how we are one community. Then, on the 30th anniversary of St John Paul ll’s iconic words to the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, I heard a strong and important message from Pope Francis:  

“This anniversary affords me the happy opportunity to express my deep esteem for the Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people and for your ancient cultural heritage. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

culture is built on mutual respect and dignity and is holiness and “Your culture, which shows the lasting 

genius and dignity of your race, must not be allowed to disappear.” 

In consultation with Elise Crawford, Mary Boney and Eric Law, St Joseph’s will be attending to the cultural    
education of our Indigenous students, on the last Wednesday of each month. Each class will have one session 
to assist in preserving the culture. The Australian Curriculum requires all students to engage in study about 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures. So that each of our students engage in this aspect 
of the curriculum, Georgie Kadel (BCE Education Officer ATSI) will be assisting teachers with educating the 
students in the classroom.  There will be opportunities for the class to regroup and engage in discussion 
about what they have learnt in their groups and to answer any questions they may have in regards to this    
education. This is not additional learning, but is a vital component of the Australian Curriculum. 

February  Year 5 & 6 Camp 

22nd — 24th Feb  -  Year 5&6 Camp. 

The Year 5 and 6 students are excited about their approaching camp to Currimundi.  I have had the pleasure 
of attending that camp and it is educational, team and character building and enjoyable. I wish them all the 
best for this wonderful experience. 

Cherbourg Gatherings 

The dates will be: 

Tuesday, 7th March, Wednesday, 24th May, Tuesday, 15th August, & Wednesday, 8th November 

Swimming  

Swimming has traditionally been in Terms 1 & 4, but this year we have decided to have one swimming block 
in Term 4, followed by the Carnival in Week 8. This results in less disruption to learning and it allows our Prep 
students to be more settled and confident. They will then have a more active role in the carnival, than in       
previous years. 

Have a fabulous fortnight and remember that the Leadership Team are here to ensure your child has a learn-
ing environment that is safe, happy and conducive to effective learning. Please communicate your concerns 
or affirmations to the Leadership Team or Classroom Teacher, so that we can maintain our wonderful school     
community. 

                                             

Tracey Gerrard  Principal       

 



 

 

APRE News 

Opening Mass 
 

This Friday, 17th February, we gather as a community to celebrate the beginning of the school year and to place 

the journey of the year into God’s hands. It is also our opportunity, as a community, to ask for God’s blessing 

on the Year 6 students who all have an important role as School Leaders for the year. We are delighted to     

welcome Fr Subin, who will lead us in this Opening Mass.   
 

Staff Induction Mass 

The staff will be also inducted into the school year and given a blessing at the 6pm Mass on the 25th February 

at the St Joseph’s Church. We would love to have families be a part of this special Mass with us. We ask for 

your blessings and prayers as we work together in partnership with your child’s learning journey this year.  
 

What is happening in our classes this term?  

All of our classes have engaged in a unit that was established at the end of last year through our Religious       

Education Validation and it is titled, “My Story, Our Story, God’s Story.” The unit connects with the student’s       

personal story and allows the students to understand the story of our school. It has been great to see the       

students engaging in the story of our school. I have seen students around the school grounds, identifying 

names of buildings, finding sculptures, researching history and learning about the charisms of our special 

saints. The students will end the term learning about Jesus’ life, death and resurrection in the lead up to      

Easter.   
 

Year 5 and 6 Camp 

From Wednesday 22nd to Friday 24th February, our Year 5 and 6 classes will be heading off on camp to             

Currimundi on the Sunshine Coast. The students will be engaging in many team building activities. They will 

learn effective communication skills, explore goal setting strategies, develop problem solving skills and exercise 

trust and respect while having fun. Miss Hutton, Mr Heath, Aunty Elise and Miss Marshall will be joining the 

students in this learning experience. We thank these staff members who are attending camp, as they are “on 

duty” 24 hours a day for that period. I can tell you that they do it happily and really look forward to the shared          

experiences and learning outside of the classroom environment. I thank them for their commitment to the 

school community in undertaking this role.  
 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday falls on the 1st March (a fortnight from today). This day marks the beginning of 

the Church season of Lent, the forty-day liturgical season of fasting, special prayer and almsgiving 

in preparation for Easter. All members of our community will have the opportunity to attend a liturgy or special 

classroom prayer to have the sign of the cross marked on their forehead with ashes. The ashes are made from 

the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration from the previous year.  Lent is a time where we        

prepare ourselves to celebrate the Easter story of Christ’s death and resurrection.  

The period of Lent is a wonderful opportunity to spend some more time reflecting and being prayerful, to 

make our lives more simple and to share what we have with those in need. During this year, may Lent be a 

time of making a difference in the lives of others. 

Best wishes for a great fortnight.                                                                                                     

Jess Marshall Assistant Principal, Religious Education  

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn” Benjamin Franklin 



 

 

Bus Assistance News 

 Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Week 2            S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 3 

Prep Myiah Banbury Prep Derek Aubrey 

Year 1 Braith Quinn Year 1 Darius Costello 

Year 2 Jayden McEffer Year 2 Harriet Clevens 

Year 3 Justin Robinson Year 3 Ella Peterson 

Year 4 Eddie Riley Year 4 Lara Kapernick 

Year 5 Jilleal Bligh Year 5 Caitlin Barnett 

Year 6  Fletch Prendergast Year 6  Jasmynne McEffer 



 

 

What’s happening in our Classrooms? 

this year we are able to use different 

learning spaces to do our best work! We call these spots 
SMART SPOTS. During work times students have the free-
dom to choose where they sit, either at a desk and chair, 
desk and wobbly stool, cushions at a low table or at lap 
desks on the floor. We all know that we must use the areas 
the right way, move if the spot is not working for us and 
take care of ours and the classroom supplies. As you can 
see the students are indeed working hard wherever they 
are, and completing some amazing, innovative, and         
persuasive writing!!! 

Already we've arrived at Week Four and have accomplished 
so much. With the finishing touches to our display of the class 
vision, every student has been striving to 'rise above' like the 
eagles we are. The class has also been hard at work to com-
plete their designs of the eagle for our class artwork. We're 
all very eager to get painting! 



 

 

More News from our Classrooms! 

are hard at work this week. We are enjoying reading our Harry Potter 

book and developing our understanding of the characters. We have also been          
exploring the way Jesus and Harry show love and which one shows the most love,    
understanding and compassion.  

On our trip to Castra, we were able to help celebrate one of the resident’s birthdays and discussed with the     
residents what they are learning in class. All the students had a great time and really enjoyed their ice-cream at 
the end of the visit. Camp is next week and we looking forward to the challenges and joys of camp. 

A Couple of Handy Hints for Treating  the Dreaded Head Lice  

Saturate the hair with Coconut  Oil and cover the head with a shower cap. Leave it on 

overnight and wash it out with regular shampoo the next morning. This leaves the hair 

silky and without lice. If the infestation is bad, do this again a second night. It really 

works. 

Saturate the hair with conditioner, leave for a few hours and comb through the hair 

with a fine comb.   

 
 

Could you please put a piece of fruit in your child’s lunch box each day.  The children are given time for 

Munch and Crunch.  This is a  time for students to ‘refuel’ on fruit and ‘rehydrate’ with water.  Students 

who are not hungry and are well hydrated perform better in the classroom and show increased concentration.  

Fruit filled students produce fruitful work! 

this week we have been looking at lots of new and exciting things in the classroom. All of the 

students have enjoyed starting our art project for the Wondai Gallery. There 
are lots of wonderful creations and the final products are set to be fantastic! 
We are all looking forward to camp next week!  



 

 

Parish Mass Times  

Tuckshop is available every Friday.  Please use Brown Paper bags to order tuckshop.    

If you, or a member of your family are interested in helping the     

ladies in the Tuckshop, we would be most appreciative of your  

help.  The children love to see their Mum or Dad, working in the  

Tuckshop.  Thank you to the ladies who continue to work very  

hard to provide us with our Weekly Tuckshop Treat! 

Tuckshop News:-   Handy Helpers Wanted! 

Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator on 41 681 406 for more information 

 

 

SATURDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 

Proston   8.00am 

Wondai 6.00pm 

No Weekday Masses 

 

SUNDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 

Murgon 8.00am 

Sporting News 

 Greetings to our February Birthday Students 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

Danielle Camp  
17th 

Ta’Jaylah Willmot  
24th 

Rubin Alberts 
14th 

Isaac Watson  9th 
Bella Barrett & 
Shontayne Cobbo 
18th 

Kali Button 1st 

Do you recognise someone? 



 

 

Community News—Murgon Show 18th March 

The Gabori Sisters: Gathering by the Sea on Tour 

introduces young visitors to the Kaiadilt artists, 

Elsie, Dorothy and Amanada Gabori, and their 

homeland of Bentinck Island in Queensland's 

Gulf of Carpentaria. Through specially designed, 

hands-on making and multimedia activities chil-

dren are invited to consider the unique and im-

portant relationship the Kaiadilt people share 

with the sea and discover the creatures that 

inhabit the waters around Bentinck Island. 

Kids on Tour 2017 – Free Workshop 
Sunday 19 March, 2017   from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm  
at ‘The Studio’, Wondai Regional Art Gallery, On the Roundabout, Wondai            

Workshop is open to all children aged from  6 to 11 years 
*All material  & equipment is provided.       *Morning Tea will be provided.  
*Parents are encouraged to attend   *Bookings are essential 

To register please call in at the Wondai Regional Art Gallery or phone     
4168 5926 with your childrens names, ages and contact number. 

 
 

March 3rd  6pm 
Children Free 
Adults $5.00 per head 
Hot & Cold Finger Food, Winery in attendance, 
Entertainment.  All welcome to come along and 
see your child’s Art Work displayed. 
The Wondai Art Gallery is open 7 days a week 
from 10am to 4pm.  Children’s Art Work from 
school will be displayed for the month of March. 
You are welcome to visit the Gallery during these 
hours if you cannot make it to the Wondai Art 
Gallery Opening Night.  Free Entry. 


